Senior Project Research Paper Rubric                     Evaluator ____          
Student Name _______________________________ Total Points _____

	
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Does Not Meet Expectations
	Automatic Failure

	Critical Attributes:

Format (follows MLA )

· Body of paper  (6-10 pages; 24 lines per page)

· Margins (1 inch)

· Typed (12 point Times font)

· Double-spaced

· Works Cited page 
	· Successfully follows the MLA format

· Pays close attention to detail

· Must meet the page requirement of 
8-10 pages
2 pts.
	· Successfully follows the MLA format with only a few lapses

· Some problems with the mechanics of typing or word processing

· Meets the minimum requirement of 6 pages
1 pt.
	Does not follow MLA format:             0 pts.
· Not 12 point font (Times)

· Margins not 1 inch

· Header is missing or incorrect

· Bibliographic format is incorrect

· More than 3 errors in MLA format
	· No Works Cited page

· Does not meet page require-ment of 6-10 pages

	Research & Documentation:

· Uses varied sources, including primary sources when appropriate

· Paraphrases and direct quotes are skillfully incorporated into the body of the paper

· Each source that is listed on Works Cited page is cited within the text of the paper, and all citations are found on the Works Cited page
	· Depth & variety of sources & research is evidenced in the paper’s text and the Works Cited page

· Uses & cites a minimum of 6 sources

· Uses varied types of sources

· Research moves well beyond superficial research

· Uses thoughtful paraphrases

· Direct quotes are chosen for impact & appropriateness

· Uses own voice to present research

4 pts.
	· Adequate research, but may be limited in depth & variety of sources

· Uses & cites 4-6 sources perhaps with some awkwardness

· Paraphrasing may be awkward

· Direct quotes may not be smoothly incorporated into student’s own writing

· Writer’s voice is sometimes faint
3 pts.
	· Use of sources is unbalanced     

· Uses only 2 types of sources      2 pts.
· May rely on too many direct quotes with little of the student’s own discussion

· Relies on general/inappropriate sources (e.g. Wikipedia, about.com)

· 1 or 2 missing citations

· 1 or 2 or incorrect citations

· Paraphrases may inadvertently plagiarize

· Does not cite paraphrases

· No variety in sources                    
· More than 2 missing/incorrect citations

· Inadequate research                          1 pt.
	· Fewer than 4 sources cited in text

· Paper is grossly plagiarized
· No submission to turnitin. com

	Organization & Content:

· Introduction grabs the reader’s attention and includes an arguable thesis that clearly states the focus of the research paper

· Sequence is clear and logical in its order and development and effectively supports and enhances the thesis

· Rich and varied details support the thesis

· No irrelevant information

· Skillful use of transitions

· The paper reflects, when appropriate, the student’s unique voice
	· Introduction is clear & compelling 

· Paper has well-chosen/articulate thesis

· Sequence is logical & proves thesis

· Original topic/argument

· Thoughtful selection of detail expands & illustrates the thesis

· Each element of the paper supports the thesis without irrelevant information

· Counterarguments are presented & refuted

· Skillful use of transitions guides the reader through the text

· Student’s passion is in clear evidence
· Conclusion goes beyond summary to explore significance or implications of research findings

4 pts.
	· Introduction presents the topic & thesis is clearly stated

· Sequence is adequate to develop thesis

· Sufficient details support thesis

· Counterarguments are presented and weakly or partially refuted

· Limited inclusion of irrelevant information

· Some transitions assist reader in following the development of the thesis

· Conclusion presents a summary of the paper & suggests the significance or implications of the research findings

3 pts.
	· Introduction &/or thesis is unclear or weak

· Sequence is confusing

· Insufficient details to support thesis 

· Counterargument not presented/refuted

· Too much irrelevant/repetitive information

· Limited use of transitions

· Conclusion is weak                        2 pts.
· Irrelevant or insufficient commentary 

· Subjective/excessive commentary 
· Report only:  insufficient argument to prove the thesis
· Thesis cannot be reasonably argued               
· Argument lacks logic
· No transitions
· No conclusion                           1 pt.
	· No attempt to state a thesis



	Mechanics:

· Spelling, grammar & punctuation

· Formal, academic 3rd person tone 

· Mature & varied sentences
· Continuous essay without subheadings or listings 
	· Achieves academic tone

· 1-2 errors, if any, in the conventions of English

· Pays close attention to the unique stylistic demands of the research paper
2 pts.
	· 3-5 errors in the conventions of English/occasional sentence errors

· Some awkwardness/inappropriate tone as the writer attempts to meet the formality of a research paper
1 pt.
	· Significant problems with/excessive errors in the conventions of English 

· Unsuccessful in meeting the stylistic demands of a research paper
· Use of first (I, me, mine) or second person (you, your, yours)           O pts.
	· Excessive use of first-person narrative




