AP English Language and Composition
Ms. Montgomery

Research Paper – Synthesis

This paper will be a culminating argumentative research paper on an issue in United States History. You will research sources to develop and support your own position on your chosen topic.  You will not choose a position on your chosen issue until your research phase is completed and you have examined all of the issues in a wide variety of researched sources.  Before you begin note cards you will submit a topic proposal for approval.  You must use academically appropriate sources with at least four different types of documents.  You must have a road map thesis, meaning that your thesis statement must go beyond merely stating what you want to prove into showing how you intend to prove it.  In the final paper, you are expected to synthesize the research material and use your rhetorical skills to argue your chosen viewpoint.  You must cite primary and secondary sources, using correct MLA format.  Please consult the research paper rubric throughout your writing process.  

Each of you will present your research to class in a multi-media presentation.  This presentation will occur AFTER the AP exam.  
Critical Attributes:

· MLA Format

· 6 pages (minimum)

· Works Cited

· Correct in paper citations

· 4 different sources (Books, journals, newspaper articles, academic websites, government documents, 

documentary movies, etc)

· 8 sources/ 60 note cards

· Turnitin.com
Due Dates:

Topic Proposal – March 15

1st Note card Check – March 22 (4 source cards/30 note cards)

2nd Note card Check – Tuesday, March 30 and Wednesday, March 31

 

 (8 source cards/ 60 note cards)

Outline and Works Cited – Thursday, April 1 (ALL CLASSES)
Full First Draft – Tuesday, April 12 and Wednesday, April 13
Final Draft – April 26th
Multi-Media Presentation -   To Be Announced   
